72. Akasa Ganga

Near the River  Godavari there lived a pious brahmin,
named Punyaseela. On die death  anniversary of his father he
worshipped and fed a brahmin who had no children. Conse-
quently his body turned out to be a loathsome and abominable
one with a  donkey^ face. Sage Agabtya advised him to go to
Venkatachala and bathe in Swami Fushkarini and Akasa Ganga.
Punyasela did accordingly and regained his original body with a
lovely face. Never should a childless man be engaged as rece-
pient of  Sradha food. If a person with  children cannot be
secured, the son or brother of the person performing the Shradha
would do. A bath in Akaba Ganga early in the morning on the
fullmoon day, when the Sun is in Aeries, and the moou with the
star Chitra, ensures salvation to the bather.
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